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ART AND PROGRESS 



The way it was managed was that the 
plans were turned over to the architect 
as a suggestion, and he in turn contracted 
with the builders to erect the structure 
within the Congressional appropriation, 
plus the amount contributed by Mrs. 
Thompson. This may seem like whip- 
ping his Satanical Majesty around the 
stump, but at least it accomplished the 
desired end. If other towns were to take 
as vital an interest in the public build- 
ings erected for their use, doubtless the 
type would be even more improved. 



IN THE MAGAZINES 

Naturally one expects artistic features 
to predominate in the December issues 
of the magazines. Everything puts on a 
better dress to celebrate the great festival 
of the Nativity. The covers alone would, 
in most instances, proclaim the season. 
A panel by Jules Guerin printed in color 
serves as the cover for the December 
Century; the Scribner's shows a design 
by Franklin Booth, "The Wise Men"; 
Harper's resorts to a conventional device 
in white and gold ; McClure's utilizes one 
of a series of pictures by Jessie Willcox 
Smith, illustrating the "Child's World," 
and the World's Work makes an innova- 
tion by appearing in a gravely simple 
cover of dull Christmas green. And with- 
in there is much to interest those who 
concern themselves chiefly with the busi- 
ness of art. The Century's frontispiece 
is a reproduction in color of "Eleanor" 
a painting by Mrs. J. Francis Murphy, 
besides which Ernest L. Blumenschein's 
portrait of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Parker 
Butler and Child shown in the winter 
exhibition of the National Academy of 
Design is likewise reproduced. The 
Harper's contains an article on the Art 
of Harold Speed by Charles H. Caffin; 
the Metropolitan an analysis of the por- 
trait and figure paintings of John W. 
Alexander, by Nilsen Laurvik. In the 
Scribner's is found an essay on Portraits 
as Decoration, by Frank Fowler, and an 
article on Some Women Etchers, by 
Frank Weitenkampf, Curator of Prints 



of the New York Public Library. Clever 
and appealing are the Child's World pic- 
tures in the McClure's, especially "The 
Light" and "The Dark." The Christ- 
mas Collier's has a cover design by 
Maxfield Parrish, and a frontispiece 
in color by Jessie Willcox Smith — 
"Caught in the Act" — besides a double- 
page pictorial drawing by A. I. Keller. 
The professional magazines have a less 
diversified interest and make less note 
of the seasons. The December num- 
ber of the International Studio is, how- 
ever, a red-letter edition and is almost 
twice its usual thickness. The leading . 
article is by William Howe Downes on 
William Merritt Chase, a Typical Ameri- 
can Artist. An excellent reproduction of 
the statue of General Alexander Macomb 
bv Adolph Weinman, recently erected in 
Detroit, Michigan, is also given. The 
Architectural Record for December is 
uncommonly interesting. Containing ar- 
ticles on the Architecture of Yale, by 
Montgomery Schuyler; on the influence 
of the Ecole des Beaux Arts upon Recent 
English Architecture, by Francis S. 
Swales; A Novelty in Design for Lead- 
. ed Glass, by Kenyon Cox;, and on the 
Phyfe Furniture, exhibited at the Metro- 
politan Museum, by Florence N. Levy, 
it opens with a scorching but well-con- 
sidered criticism on the Education Build- 
ing to be erected at Albany, a criticism 
dealing with fitness of design for the use 
required and directed not at this build- 
ing alone but at public architecture in 
general. Mr. Schuyler, the writer, makes 
a decidedly strong case against, not only 
the architects, but their patrons, and 
gives good reasons for his belief that the 
classical cannot be appropriately adapt- 
ed for modern business purposes. Doubt- 
less some will argue that there is another 
side to this question, and if so it would 
be well for them to straightway strength- 
en their defence. The January issue of 
the Architectural Record will be a special 
number, devoted to the work of Messrs. 
Carrere and Hastings. The American 
Architect likewise announces two forth- 
coming special numbers, one on Apart- 
ment Houses on December 22d, and one 
on Detached Dwellings on January 5th. 



